"I will put my teaching in their minds and write it on their hearts..."
Jeremiah 31:33

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 2020
Worship Using Zoom Technology 10am at this link:
https://zoom.us/j/97010988439 Note: Because of the
threat of "Zoom Bombing," Sunday Morning Worship is
password protected. If you would like to join us, and do
not yet have the password, please email our very warm
and friendly choir director Tom Ludwig at
tludwig.rn@gmail.com.
Bible Study 11:45am https://zoom.us/j/262314649

WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY thru FRIDAY
Devotion & Check In
8:00 am

WEDNESDAYS
Midweek Inhale
6:30 pm

We will continue to have morning
devotion time Mon. through Fri.
Link Here:
https://zoom.us/j/624201194

We focus on spiritual practices that
help nurture our connection to God &
help us stay grounded in the Spirit.
Link Here:
https://zoom.us/j/123020606

(more information below in Pastor
Bryan's note)

(more information below in Pastor Bryan's
note)

McFarland Community Food Pantry

"Drive-By food drive!"
FRIDAY, SEPT 18 @ 4 - 7 PM
SATURDAY, SEPT 19 @ 9 AM - NOON

McFarland UCC has long been a supporter of the McFarland Community
Food Pantry – and they are having a drive-by food drive! No need to get
out of your car!Just drive by the Food Pantry (5404 Anthony St. just up the
road from our church, across the street from the McFarland library) at the
following times, and volunteers will take your donated items:
Friday, Sept. 18, 4-7 pm; and
Saturday, Sept. 19, 9 am – noon.

What does the Food Pantry need?
Facial tissue,
paper towels,
bar soap,
shampoo,
laundry soap,
canned meats,
canned vegetables,
canned fish,
canned fruit,
peanut butter,
rice/noodle/pasta side dishes,
packages of pasta or noodles,
boxed cereal,
and healthy soups.
*Check items for expiration dates.

Racial Justice Book
Study Update:
Discussions on Thursdays,
Sept 17th @ 6pm & Oct 1st @ 6 pm
Feel free to attend one or both!
Many of us have been touched by the racial
injustices that we've seen over the past several
years, but this year - particularly with the George
Floyd killing in Minneapolis - these events have
really hit us in the core of our faith.
We feel the need to educate ourselves on what has
happened and is still happening to people of color
in our country, and one way to do this is to educate
ourselves by gathering information that we may not
have been aware of.
We've formed a book group to discuss some of the books on this subject, and the first
book we're reading is "How to Be an Antiracist" by Ibram X. Kendi. Our first meeting
(over Zoom) will be Thursday, September 17 at 6:00 pm and our second discussion
meeting will be Thursday, October 1st at 6:00 pm. Please send an email to Jayne
Fischer (jdfischer2@gmail.com) if you would like to join. All are welcome, and we're
looking forward to a great discussion.

a few words from Pastor Bryan...
Hi folks. Well I’m so grateful that the sunshine and warmer air reappeared
this week! Such a lovely time of year when the temperatures are more typical,
and it’s such a perfect time to be reminded of what an amazingly beautiful
world this is. Keeping the “beauty and the brokenness” of the world in some
kind of balance is always one of the central challenges
and gifts of being on an intentional spiritual journey.
These days, when the brokenness seems larger than
usual—to put it mildly—I think it’s more important than
ever to remind ourselves of all that is good and true
and beautiful.
Most of you have heard me refer now and then to one
of the best friends I ever had, a former McFarland
resident named Marques Bovre. Marques died in 2013 of brain cancer. Among
the things I appreciated most about Marques was his ability to somehow
balance sadness and light-heartedness. He often reminded me that laughter
is more than just a pleasant thing. It’s an essential thing. In fact he often
referred to it as “God’s best medicine.”
On the day when Marques was diagnosed with his terminal illness, he called
me up and asked if he could come over and fall apart. He needed a safe
place to just let go and be a mess for a while. So we did that together. But
once the tears stopped flowing, he pulled out a DVD of his favorite South
Park episode (“Smug Alert” for any of you South Park fans), and simply said,
“And now it’s time to laugh.” And so we did.
Marques knew that laughter is among God’s best gifts. Medicine for the soul,
needed most right at those times when life is giving us all that we can handle
on the heavy side.

(continued on next page...)

So what is making you laugh these days? Do you have
a favorite funny movie? A friend who just knows the
way to your funny bone? A pet who is goofy enough to
cause you to take life a bit less seriously? A joke or a
memory or an episode of a favorite show that you
know will make you laugh, no matter how many times
you call it to mind? As one of my favorite songwriters,
Bruce Cockburn, once put it, “Don’t forget delight.” I
just love that.

When it all gets too heavy, don’t forget to take delight in someone or
something. More good medicine for the soul.
So give yourself and your loved ones a gift today or tonight. Remind
yourselves of the things that make you laugh. Watch that movie again. Give
that friend a call. Know what it is you can “pull out” when you know it’s been
too long since you’ve laughed, and too long since you’ve remembered to
delight in the gifts and blessings that are never very far away.
Blessings to you all,
Pastor Bryan

Pastor Bryan On Vacation This Week
Yes I know, it seems like I was just on vacation!
Well that’s because I was! But I learned last year
that if I don’t get my vacation time in before
October or so, it’s not likely that I’ll get it in at
all. This will be my last vacation week of 2020.
I’ll be gone for a week starting Thursday,
September 17th. Pastor Kristin Gorton (608-438-6307) will be on call while I’m
gone in case you need pastoral support. The message this coming Sunday
will be offered by Dawn Cogger from our congregation, and having spent a
little time with her earlier this week discussing the focus of her message and
Scripture text, I know you are in for a treat! Keep Dawn in your prayers and
be sure to show up for zoom worship on Sunday at 10 a.m. as always.

NION Webinar “Stories At The Border”
To Be Shown AgainSeptember 29, 2020
The webinar that our NION ministry hosted together with the Wisconsin
Immigration Justice Task Force earlier this summer was a resounding
success. The recording of the webinar has been edited and turned into a
resource that other conferences are now using as well. We are going to host
a reviewing of this edited webinar on Tuesday, September 29th, from 6:30—
8:00 p.m. We’ll include the zoom link for this webinar in next week’s Pulse and
also on our website.
This webinar features Immigration Justice “experts” Rev. Randy Mayer and
attorney Linda Zuba. Linda has committed to being with us again for
questions and updates after we view the webinar. We are hoping Randy will
join us as well. A lot has transpired regarding immigration justice since we
first held this webinar, and much of the news is quite disturbing. We will look
forward to renewing our understanding of what is going on, and to selecting
some specific actions we will take to respond with compassion, justice, and
love.

CONNECT WITH US
CHURCH STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Pastor Bryan Sirchio
pastorb@mcfarlanducc.org
608-577-8716
Melissa Mendl, Office Admin
office@mcfarlanducc.org
608-838-9322
Office Hours: T/W/TH/F 9-1pm

SaLT
(Servant & Leadership Team)

salt@mcfarlanducc.org
NOTE: this email address goes
out to all SaLT Members
listed below:

Hélène Benink, Moderator
moderator@mcfarlanducc.org
Colleen Krattiger, Vice
Moderator
Joan Jacobsen, Treasurer
treasurer@mcfarlanducc.org
Anne Gerke, Clerk
clerk@mcfarlanducc.org

IT'S ALL ON
THE WEB!
CALENDAR with QUICK UP
TO DATE EVENT INFO
mcfarlanducc.org/calendar
EVENT DETAILS
(easy to share with friends)

mcfarlanducc.org/upcoming
-events
ONLINE DIRECTORY
(password protected to respect
privacy of those who offered their
personal information. Call or email
Melissa in the office for the login
password)

Mcfarlanducc.org/directory

FORMS
(Church Building Use, Ministry Idea,
etc)

Mcfarlanducc.org/forms
ALL CURRENT SIGNUPS
Mcfarlanducc.org/signups

Lavon Geasland, Ann Ross,
Cindy Wendorf, SaLT Members
FINANCIAL
SECRETARIES

finsec@mcfarlanducc.org
Sue Haeffner & Ann Ross

Other Helpful Email Addresses You Might Like to Have

N.I.O.N. nion@mcfarlanducc.org
Eco-Justice Green Team ecojustice@mcfarlanducc.org
Whoever you
are, wherever
you are on life's
journey, you are
welcome here.

