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UPCOMING SUNDAYS IN MARCH

"I will put my
teaching in their
minds and write it
on their hearts..."
Jeremiah 31:33

APRIL 7 – Choir Practice (9am) The choir will be singing in worship. Worship
(10am) We celebrate Birthday Blessings, Holy Communion, and welcome
internationally acclaimed musician, Ken Medema. After Worship Bible
Discussion (11am) Special Music Concert: Ken Medema (6:30 pm)

APRIL 14 – Choir Practice (9am) Worship (10am) Palm Sunday Worship.
After Worship Bible Discussion (11am) Messy Church (4:30 pm)

APRIL 21 – Easter Breakfast! (8:30 am) Choir Practice (9am) Easter Egg
Hunt! (9:15am) Worship (10am) Easter celebration! After Worship Bible
Discussion (11am)

APRIL 28 – Worship (10am) Break the Silence Sunday (more info pg. 4)
After Worship Bible Discussion (11am)
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FAITH FORMATION

Holy Week at McFarland UCC
Learn – Study – Grow – Together

PALM SUNDAY April 14 at 10 am

Coffee will be brewing and there will be palm branches for everyone! Worship begins at 10 am with Bible discussion
afterward if you'd like to stick around.

MAUNDY THURSDAY April 18 at 6:00 pm

Join us for good food, spiritual conversation and a chance to build relationships with your neighbors. Among the oldest
forms of Christian worship is this: gather the people, break the bread, and tell the stories. We’ll spend some time together
talking about what makes this type of sharing so meaningful. Arrive between 6:00 and 6:45 pm for a potluck supper.
Worship will begin at 6:45, including communion. As with all McFarland UCC activities, this is cross+generational – all
ages are welcome at the table. If you would like to bring something, signup at church or visit mcfarlanducc.org/signups.

GOOD FRIDAY April 19 at 6:00 pm

The Good Friday service will simply be an opportunity to be in Silence and Solidarity with Christ on the Cross, a
responsive reading, Scripture, an extinguishing of the Light, and departure in silence.

EASTER BREAKFAST April 21, before worship 8:30 – 9:30 am

Start off your Easter morning with a delicious breakfast on us! Coffee will be brewing and we will be serving eggs, sausage,
pancakes, fruit, and sweet treats. If you would like to bring something, signup at church or visit mcfarlanducc.org/signups.

EASTER EGG HUNT April 21 at 9:15 am

Bring the whole family and join in the fun! Children will have the opportunity to search for eggs filled with goodies.
Adults, this is a great time to meet new neighbors and enjoy the day with the family.

EASTER MORNING CELEBRATION April 21, during 10 am worship

This joyful worship service begins at 10 am, with both new and traditional music throughout the morning. Communion
is open to all. Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
We've pre-ordered 10 plants from Felly's (5 yellow daffodils and 5 white tulips). Plants are $13 a piece and
will decorate the sanctuary for Easter Sunday celebrations. Names of those being honored will be printed
in the Easter bulletin and announcement slides. You may take your flowers home after worship, April 21.
Signup today online via mcfarlanducc.org/signups or visit the paper signup on the bulletin board at church.
You can drop your check in the offering plate or send it to the church - just memo it "Easter flowers" so we
know where to apply the funds.
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FAITH FORMATION (continued)

Bible Discussion Sunday mornings after 10 am worship

Please join us after worship each week for a simple but meaningful time of engaging God’s Word through the Bible. We’ve
been using the ancient technique of sacred reading known as “Lectio Divina.” It is very simple. We read through a brief
portion of Scripture together, and then go around the table and share a thought or verse or few words that struck us as
significant. We just listen to each other and minimize discussion as we go around. Then we read the text out loud together
again. We go around again and this time share just 2 or 3 words or a very brief thought that felt significant. Then we read
it a third time out loud and even slower. This time we each share one word that seemed most meaningful. Then we have
discussion about it all. It’s been great! We wind up sharing insights from our lives and from our spiritual journeys, and
where helpful pastor Bryan (or anyone!) offers some insights regarding the text and context in which it was written. We
close with a quick prayer. We’d love to have you join us, and it does not matter at all if you have NEVER opened a Bible
before.

Messy Church April 14 at 4:30 pm

Messy Church is a monthly cross+generational event for
learning our most important faith stories. Engage your
inner child with storytelling, arts and crafts as we retell the
Easter story in simple ways. Remind yourself – and teach your dear ones – that the story of Easter has so much more to
offer than mere brunch and bunnies. Sunday April 14. Arrive between 4:30 and 4:45 pm. Dinner is included. We wrap
up around 6:00 pm.

CONFIRMATION GROUP Upcoming Dates & Times
APRIL 14 (4:30 pm/during Messy Church)
APRIL 28 (6:30 – 7:30 pm)
We will meet twice monthly through April, giving us 6 sessions. The class will conclude with a celebration during
worship in early May, depending upon which Sunday works best for the students with their exam schedule at
school.
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MISSION & SERVICE Upcoming Events
BREAK THE SILENCE SUNDAY
April 28, during 10 am worship
Break The Silence Sunday is an effort to open up a conversation
within the church about rape and sexual assault. Within the
context of our faith communities we hope to acknowledge the
reality of rape and sexual violence in our world; support
survivors by creating a place where they can tell their stories, feel
loved and supported, and find encouragement on their healing
journey; commit ourselves to the work of changing the world,
creating a future where rape is a memory.

McFarland UCC will host a very special worship service called “Break the Silence Sunday” during regular 10 a.m.
morning worship on April 28, the Sunday following Easter. The purpose of this service is to sensitively name and
address the painful issues connected to sexual violence and to “Break the Silence” of the Church when it comes to this
difficult topic. This service is part of a national initiative within the United Church of Christ to promote healing and
to open up safe space for survivors to share their stories and to receive support, hope, and love. According to
McFarland UCC’s pastor Bryan Sirchio,
“the special focus of this time of worship will mark the official beginning of our congregation’s intention to prayerfully consider
ways in which our community can, in an ongoing way, advocate for healing and change regarding the tragic realities connected to
sexual abuse and violence.”
The congregation realizes the potential for a service such as this, where the topic of sexual violence will be named
quite directly, to be a trigger for victims and loved ones of victims. For that reason the service has been announced
many times in advance, and the entire initiative is being approached with great respect and sensitivity. Says Rev.
Sirchio, “We respect and honor the fact that some people will prefer not to be present at a service such as this. That’s one of the
reasons why we are doing our best to let people know about this in advance and to encourage them to opt out if that’s best for
them. The last thing we want is for someone to feel blindsided or triggered. On the other hand, we’ve already been contacted by a
number of people who plan on coming precisely because they want and need the Church to not only provide healing and hope for
victims, but because this issue has been a huge part of their own life’s journey. The Institutional Church in general across all
denominations has done a very poor job owning it’s own painful history when it comes to issues of sexual violence and clergy
sexual abuse in particular. Part of this service will involve an official apology on behalf of the Church for it’s failures in this
regard.” The public is warmly invited to this very special time of worship, and anyone with questions or concerns is
welcome to contact Rev. Sirchio at the church to discuss the content of the service and the overall reason why the
congregation feels compelled to embrace this initiative.
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS
FOX TROT 5K & WALK April 20 8:45 am Registration - 10 am Start!
Join The Michael J. Fox Foundation's Fox Trot 5K Run/Walk Signature Series in 2019 for our third year raising
awareness and bringing the community together in support of Parkinson's disease research. Every step you take gets
us closer to a Parkinson's cure. Each event is family-friendly fun. Runners and walkers of all experience levels or
speeds are welcome! The race will start at Lewis Park in McFarland. Registration begins at 8:45 am with the race
starting at 10 am. Visit http://runsignup.com/Race/WI/McFarland/608foxtrot to signup ahead of time
online. For questions contact the event director at 608foxtrot@gmail.com

SPRING CLEAN April 20, 8:00 am - noon
All hands on deck for our annual all church clean up day! Tasks to be completed include picking up
trash/sticks/plant debris, raking, spreading mulch, cleaning windows, etc. Please bring any tools
with you that apply to these tasks. Lunch will be provided.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR JACK
HICKS April 27 at 2:00pm
The memorial service and celebration of Jack Hicks' exquisite
life will be held at our church on Saturday, April 27th at 2:00
pm. Jack was a well loved former McFarland UCC pastor, so we
want to pull out all the stops as we give thanks Jack's life and
ministry. We are expecting quite a large crowd and if you
would like to help with serving, moving chairs, welcoming
guests,

etc.

please

connect

with

Joan

Jacobsen

(treasurer@mcfarlanducc.org)

YOGA RETREAT April 29, 8 am
Patricia Green-Sotos will be hosting a morning yoga retreat
from 8:00 am - 1:30 pm. Her yoga group has enjoyed using the
MUCC facilities for a couple years now and we are delighted to
continue welcoming them! There may still be spots available if
you

are

interested in

the

retreat.

Contact

Patricia:

patriciawgreen@hotmail.com
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Summer 2019
TRAVEL TO HAITI WITH PASTOR BRYAN THIS SUMMER! AUG 6-14
Haiti Allies is the non-profit organization Pastor Bryan helped start about 20
years ago and through which the work you’ve heard him talk about in Haiti takes
place. Haiti Allies typically refers to these trips as “journeys of mutual exchange”
in order to underscore the priority placed on being open to receiving the many
gifts the Haitian people and culture offer to those who venture to this beautiful
island. We will of course offer gifts of service ourselves, but the overriding
experience of most particip ants on these trips is that we inevitably wind up
receiving so much more than we give. Theses trips include a wide range of ages,
but participants have to have finished 8 th grade.
While there will be a nucleus of folks from Haiti Allies’ home state of Wisconsin,
there are typically participants from other parts of the U.S. who will meet us at a
designated hotel in Florida. Haiti Allies will make the round trip flight
arrangements from Florida to Port au Prince and all subsequent costs other than
souvenir purchases will be included in the $1,850 price of the trip. Obviously those of us from McFarland UCC who
participate in this trip will travel together and Bryan will coordinate that.
After arriving in Port au Prince we will begin the journey with a brief tour of the capital city and then travel to a small
mountain village outside Port au Prince where we will experience the gentle rhythm of rural life, receive a cultural and
historical orientation, and enjoy the hospitality and warmth of the people in this village. This is a restful and slow-paced
time in which we will get to know some Haitian people, learn some basic Haitian Kreyol phrases and customs, catch up
with our own hearts and minds, get to know each other, hear Haitian music and drumming, and maybe even learn a
few Haitian songs and dances. Activities in the village vary from trip to trip, but often include making coffee from
scratch as rural Haitians do, making peanut butter, and learning about Haitian voodoo. The accommodations will be
very rustic, but we’ll be safe and welcome and experience the healing magic of Haitian hospitality.
After this initial orientation, we will return to the city and move into Walls International Guest house, a very modest
but secure and friendly guest house that will be our home for the remainder of the journey.
Our daily activities in Port au Prince will include a number of different adventures and experiences. Haiti Allies’s
methodology always involves a combination of working with our hands, hearts, and minds. The hands on/service
component of the adventure will depend in part on the skills and interests of our group and also on what’s happening
in the country when we are there. But these experiences typically include volunteering at an orphanage run by the
Missionaries of Charity (the sisters of Mother Teresa), volunteering at a hospice-like facility also run by the Missionaries
of Charity called the “Home for the Dying and the Destitute,” and volunteering at a school supported by Haiti Allies in
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one of Port au Prince’s most impoverished neighborhoods. Most evenings we will also
have meetings with Haitian friends and leaders who will teach us about various aspects
of life in Haiti.
In addition to opportunities to serve and be a compassionate presence, we will spend
time together as a group each day processing and reflecting on what we are seeing and
learning. These are powerful heart-opening trips that often lead to profound personal
insights. There will be space open in our agenda for journaling, resting, and meditation.
We will touch and be touched by a number of painful and heartbreaking realities
connected to the extreme material poverty of Haiti, but group members are almost
always inspired and deeply moved by the joy and hospitality and grace of the Haitian
people.
The group will be limited to 15 persons including the leaders, so please be in touch as
soon as possible with Pastor Bryan if you are interested in learning more about this
adventure and discerning whether or not it’s the kind of trip you’d love to experience. And if you’d love to be a part of
this and the cost of the trip is the ONLY reason you would not participate, please talk to Bryan about scholarship and
discount possibilities. God will make a way if this is something you’re meant to do.

SUMMER FESTIVAL 2019
July 11 - 14
The Wild Goose Festival is a Progressive Christian Music &
Arts Festival in the mountains of North Carolina, not far from
Asheville. Pastor Bryan will be leading some music and worship and
workshops at this festival, and would love to have some MUCC
members and friends join him!
You can tent camp, RV camp, or find lodging in the area. GREAT music, amazing keynote speakers, seminars, and
workshops all day from cutting edge theologians and
teachers. Our "radically inclusive" way of following
Jesus is part of a progressive Christian movement that is
global, and this festival is all about celebrating this
understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the
arts.
Talk to Pastor Bryan about this
if you have any questions.
It will be a great time of fellowship and fun!
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CONTACT & CONNECT
THE SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

Ask,

Seek, Knock Box
Located in the Fellowship Space just outside the Sanctuary,
the “Ask, Seek, Knock Box” is available so that you’ll have
an easy, quick, and anonymous (if you prefer) way to offer
positive responses, questions, or suggestions regarding
your faith and the Sunday morning worship experience
here at McFarland UCC

The MUCC Directory
is Up and Running!
A huge thank you to Judy St. Clair and Jason
Chapman for all their hard work compiling and
creating our very own online directory.
•

Simply visit the church website.

•

Hover over the CONTACT tab and click
DIRECTORY

Questions?
Is there a question about God, the Bible, a specific
Scripture verse or your faith journey, etc. that you would
like Bryan to consider addressing or responding to in a
Sunday morning message?

or visit mcfarlanducc.org/directory You will be
asked to login. Type in: churchwithheart
The directory page is password protected because
we want to honor the privacy of those who have
shared their personal information.

Topics?
Is there a topic or issue or concern you would
love for us to somehow bring into
the context of worship?

Music, Art, Liturgy?
Do you have a favorite hymn or song or poem or
something that could be a part of worship
that you’d like to suggest?
If you would like to meet with pastor Bryan personally to
discuss anything about your worship experience, please
approach him and let him know. He would love to meet
with you!
If you have questions, connect with Melissa in the office at
office@mcfarlanducc.org or (608) 838 - 9322

For an up to date and
current calendar of MUCC
programs, events, and
other building uses visit:
mcfarlanducc.org/calendar
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Church Staff
Pastor Bryan Sirchio
pastor@mcfarlanducc.org
608-291-4457

Sunday Morning Ministry Team Leaders
Tech Support - Jason Chapman
Kitchen – Martha Olsen
Ushers – Joan Jacobsen

Office Administrator: Melissa Mendl
office@mcfarlanducc.org

Messy Church
Nikkole Chapman

Office Volunteer: Barb Baumgartner

Jason Chapman

Custodial: Samantha Johnson

Rita Treece

Worship Keyboards: Diane Smeaton

Diane Mikelbank

Kitchen: Gail Freedman

Lydia Mikelbank

Requests for supplies can be made on the white

Lisa Ludwig

board by the freezer.

Mel Thompson

SaLT
Moderator: Hélène Benink
Vice Moderator: TBD
Treasurer: Joan Jacobsen

On the Web

Clerk: Anne Gerke

mcfarlanducc.org

Jason Chapman
Ann Ross
Bruce Fischer

Financial Secretaries
Ann Ross & Tracy Donohue

Youth Leaders
Dana Crumpton
Mel Thompson

All things MUCC:
Calendar, Blog, About Us,

Social Media
facebook.com/mcfarlanducc
Raise prayer requests and find support at
facebook.com/groups/achurchwithheart
Instagram & Twitter: @mcfarlanducc
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General Fund Summary April 2018 – March 2019
Average Weekly
Revenue

Month

Apr 2018
May 2018
Jun 2018
Jul 2018
Aug 2018
Sept 2018
Oct 2018
Nov 2018
Dec 2018
Jan 2019
Feb 2019
Mar 2019
Totals

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

SaLT review 04/03/19

Monthly
Revenue

2,599
2,971
2,996
2,726
3,320
2,991
3,619
3,137
3,821
2,697
3,247
3,208

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2019 Budget

12,993
11,884
11,983
13,630
13,281
14,957
14,475
12,550
19,103
10,787
12,988
16,039
164,670

$162,726

Weekly Average Revenue
Needed to Meet Budget
Actual Average Weekly
Revenue Apr 2018-Mar 2019

Monthly
Expenses

$3,130

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

13,117
9,512
13,923
8,035
7,444
13,654
18,144
9,958
18,455
13,185
9,861
14,071
149,359

Variance
(between rev/obligations)

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(124)
2,372
(1,940)
5,595
5,837
1,303
(3,669)
2,592
648
(2,398)
3,127
1,968
15,311

Apr 2018 –Mar
2019
$13,723

$15,000

$12,447

$10,000
$5,000

$3,111

$0
Average monthly revenue

Average monthly obligations

MUCC Average Weekly General Fund Revenue
April 2018 - March 2019
$5,000
$4,000
$3,000
$2,000
$1,000
$-

$2,599

$2,971

$2,996

$2,726

$3,320

$2,991

$3,619

$3,137

$3,208

$3,821
$2,697

$3,247

2018-Apr 2018-May 2018-Jun 2018-Jul 2018-Aug 2018-Sep 2018-Oct 2018-Nov 2018-Dec 2019-Jan 2019-Feb 2019-Mar

MUCC Monthly Operations Apr 2018 - Mar 2019
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000
$2018-Apr 2018-May 2018-Jun 2018-Jul 2018-Aug 2018-Sep 2018-Oct 2018-Nov 2018-Dec 2019-Jan 2019-Feb 2019-Mar
Revenue

Expenses

Linear (Revenue)

Linear (Expenses)
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WORSHIP: Break
the Silence 10 am

WORSHIP 10 am

EASTER
BREAKFAST
8:30 am

MESSY CHURCH
4:30 – 6:00 pm

WORSHIP 10 am

CONCERT: Ken
Medema 6:30 pm

Community Garden
Potluck 12 pm

WORSHIP 10 am

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Yoga Retreat 8 am

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Girl Scout Meeting 5:30 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Yoga”lates” 4:30 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Yoga”lates” 4:30 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Yoga”lates” 4:30 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Yoga”lates” 4:30 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

SaLT Meeting 7 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

Office Hrs: 9 am – 1 pm

JACK HICKS:
Celebration of Life
2 pm

