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OCTOBER 2018

MCFARLAND UCC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Volume 1 / Issue 2

IN THIS ISSUE:

From our Interim Minister: With so much happening at MUCC, it seemed
right to issue this HEARTBEAT monthly newsletter to supplement the
weekly PULSE. This newsletter, emailed to you with a link to the church
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website, and available in print at the church (and mailed to you by
request), will carry detailed news and reports for the month ahead. The
PULSE will continue to provide weekly updates and current news. There
is a lot going on at MUCC and we just want to share the good news,
opportunities to be more involved, and what’s scheduled at your
church! Contact me directly with comments: pastor@mcfarlanducc.org

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER
October 7
No Choir rehearsal.
10 am– We celebrate October Birthdays, Holy Communion,
and the Baptism of Paisley Marie Burch
11:15 am-Bible reading group

October 14
9 am – Choir rehearsal. No signup required!
10 am –Worship with special surprises
11:15 am-Bible reading group
4:30 pm - Messy Church! More information on page 2.

October 21
No Choir rehearsal.
10 am –Worship with yet more surprises
11:15 am-Bible reading group

"I will put my teaching in their
minds and write it on their
hearts..." – Jeremiah 31:33
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October 28
9 am – Choir rehearsal.
10 am - More Music Sunday featuring the Hoot ‘n Annie
String Band of Madison! Trick or Treat for UNICEF with a
NOISY OFFERING. Wear costumes! Celebrate Reformation
Sunday!
11:15 am-Bible reading group

FAITH FORMATION
LEARN - STUDY - GROW - TOGETHER
AFTER WORSHIP BIBLE DISCUSSION
Sunday Mornings
11:15 – 12:00 pm
The Bible reading group is reading in the Book of I Samuel, which features stories and historical vignettes from over 3000
years ago. This book introduces some biblical themes and concerns that reach through that era into the New Testament
story of Jesus, as well as to our own experience. Come learn with us!

MESSY CHURCH
October 14
4:30 – 6:00 pm
Messy Church is a monthly cross+generational event for learning our most important faith
stories. Held on the second Sunday of each month, it begins with Biblical storytelling,
continues with hands-on learning through arts and crafts (for teens and adults too!), and
includes a simple dinner. We wrap up with a brief informal worship recapping the story
of the day, group prayer, and song. Youth group and Confirmation class will also join in.

“Are you the church that finger paints?” “Yes, we are!”
Heard at the Chamber of Commerce Business Expo

CONFIRMATION GROUP
The Confirmation learning group is gearing up to begin during Messy Church October 14. Youth from 7th grade on who
have not yet been confirmed are encouraged to participate. We will meet again the following Sunday, October 21, at 6:30
p.m. and have plans to meet on Thursday, October 25 at 1:00 p.m. Contact Pastor Mike with any questions.

Planned Giving at MUCC
Fall is stewardship season in every church! Why? Because autumn is a time to give thanks to God for a bountiful harvest.
We give thanks as we prepare for the future, and as we prepare for our church’s future. Now is the time to take steps to
provide for your church with planned gifts in the future. Leaving MUCC in your will is one way to do that. Another is to
give portions of any required minimum distributions on 401K/IRA plans (after age 70 ½) as a way to sustain your
church’s ministries. Contact a financial adviser for details on how you can do this wisely, given changes to the tax laws.
We hope to provide an informational session on estate planning and giving options in the near future, but you can
prayerfully consider this now!

Covenant Partners/New Members - If you or someone you know or love is interested in becoming an active
member of McFarland UCC, contact Pastor Mike, as members will be received this fall! pastor@mcfarlanducc.org
Something to consider: now is the time to become a voting member of the church for the coming congregational meeting
to call a new pastor!
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UPCOMING EVENTS!
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and
Witness Ministries (JWM) to
support a variety of justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts,
and direct service projects
through grants. Neighbors
in Need grants are awarded
If scripture commands,
“love your neighbor as yourself”

to UCC churches and
organizations doing justice

Then who is my neighbor?

work in their communities.

Mathew 22:39

These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community
organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant
neighbors and communities.
Envelopes will be available for your contributions during the month of October.

MADISON AREA CROP WALK
OCTOBER 21
Sunday, October 21 is the annual Crop Hunger Walk starting at First Congregational UCC (1609 University Ave). For
nearly half a century, CROP Hunger Walks have ensured that more people worldwide
have access to nutritious, sustainable food sources. From combating droughts in
Nicaragua to providing agricultural training in Indonesia to stocking shelves in
hundreds of food pantries across the United States, CROP Hunger Walks help end
hunger by raising funds to support local food programs and the international antihunger work of Church World Service. Contact Moderator Carolyn Bell for ways to be
involved and to help support our walkers.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE AND/OR JOIN THE MUCC WALKING TEAM!
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UPDATES & REPORTS
BITS AND PIECES
 Former pastor Rev. Kerri Parker will be installed as Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council of
Churches on Tuesday, December 4, 1:30 p.m., at Sun Prairie United Methodist Church, as part of the WCOC
Annual Meeting.


Volunteers are needed for Reality Zone, the financial literacy event for Juniors at McFarland High School.
Students navigate the purchases typical of a 28 year-old using a paycheck for the career of their interest. Over 70
community volunteers are needed for the event scheduled for the morning of Wednesday, November 7. With
questions or to volunteer, contact Cindy Brady--bradyc@mcfsd.org.

FINANCIALS
As we continue to have discussions regarding our church financials, we want to thank you! Thank you to all those you
have responded to help address our financial needs and increased your giving. It is noticed and appreciated. Please
continue doing so, as it is helping us meet our mission and goals. If you haven't yet had a chance to increase your 2018
giving, please consider doing so. Now is the time: we need your additional support and help. We appreciate your onongoing giving. Thank you for all that you have already given! It is appreciated. If you have never given before, please
consider starting your giving journey. There is no better time to help our church. We are so grateful that you have decided
to make this church community yours too! If your way of giving is not something that you can do financially, we always
welcome the gift of your time and talents. We have many volunteer opportunities and the gift of your time is valued and
appreciated too. See the next page for a full financial report.

Pastoral Search Committee
The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet. They have conducted interviews
and heard a candidate in a neutral pulpit. They are finalizing details for a possible
candidating Sunday, where the candidate would present worship. The voting
members of the congregation would take a vote immediately following the service.
Two weeks’ notice will be provided the
congregation in preparation for that
Sunday. Watch the Pulse, Facebook, your
email, and Sunday bulletins for latest
updates.
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Who’s using the building?
We thought you might like to know the ways in which MUCC opens its doors to the
community! Check out the many groups, organizations, and individuals who use the
building:


Community of Practice – a once a month pastor support group



FREE Sale for Families – local nonprofit recycling children’s items and raising
money for other local charities



The Lego Team! – a group of parents and kids creating and inventing!



Yoga – classes held every Tuesday at 4:30pm. Come and unwind from a busy day.



Music Lessons – every Wednesday afternoon MUCC is filled with beautiful music
from Maria Pauls strings lessons.



Music Recitals – happening year round! From piano to violin to voice!

CONTACT/CONNECT
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office hours are 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays. Administrative Assistant Melissa Mendl sets
appointments with the pastor, maintains the church event calendar, coordinates building use, posts information and
highlights to our church’s social media such as Facebook and Twitter, publishes the weekly worship bulletins, produces
the weekly emailed information through our Pulse, produces the monthly newsletter (The HeartBeat), creates the worship
slides for the sanctuary screens, and handles any drop-in or telephone inquiries. She will work four days a week, with the
office closed on Mondays. Melissa coordinates her work with the interim minister and members of SaLT, and church
members in charge of various tasks. Pastor Mike is in the office most of those days plus Sundays and occasional
Saturdays, but it’s best to make an appointment.

Church Staff
Office Administrator: Melissa Mendl
office@mcfarlanducc.org
Custodial: Samantha Johnson
Nursery: Courtney O’Brien
Worship Keyboards: Diane Smeaton
Interim Minister: Michael Bausch
pastor@mcfarlanducc.org

SaLT
Moderator: Carolyn Bell
Vice Moderator: Helene Benink
Treasurer: Joan Jacobsen
Clerk: Anne Gerke
Jason Chapman
Lisa Fernan
Bruce Fischer
pg. 7

Financial Secretaries

Youth Leaders

Jeanne Benink & Tracy Donohue

Dana Crumpton
Mel Thompson

Messy Church
Nikkole Chapman
Jason Chapman
Rita Treece
Diane Mikelbank
Lydia Mikelbank
Lisa Ludwig
Mel Thompson

Social Media Corner
facebook.com/mcfarlanducc
Raise prayer requests and find support at
facebook.com/groups/achurchwithheart
Instagram & Twitter: @mcfarlanducc

pg. 8

WORSHIP 10am
Lego Team 3 pm

WORSHIP 10am
Lego Team 3 pm
Confirmation Class
6:30pm

WORSHIP 10am
Lego Team 3 pm
Messy Church &
Confirmation Class
4:30

WORSHIP 10am
Lego Team 3 pm

Yoga 4:30 pm

Yoga 4:30 pm

Yoga 4:30 pm

Music Lessons 4pm

Music Lessons 4pm

Music Lessons 4pm

Confirmation Class
1pm

FREE SALE SETUP

Music Lessons 4pm

FREE SALE SETUP

Yoga 4:30 pm

FREE SALE SETUP

Finance Committee
7pm

FREE SALE SETUP
Free Sale for
Families
10am – 7pm

Free Sale for
Families
8am – 11am

