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a few words from Pastor Bryan...

What's inside our August issue:

Greetings everyone,

I hope and pray you’re having a great summer, even with the

MORNING DEVOTIONS

pandemic and all the challenges connected to it. Obviously we
are still very much in the midst of this crazy time. I’m so glad

MIDWEEK INHALE

that many of you have been joining us for zoom worship on
Sunday mornings. It is not easy to feel connected to each other
when we are not able to be in our building together, but I
encourage you to keep doing what you’ve been doing—calling

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE
STUDY
STUFF THE BUS 2020!

each other, emailing, and reaching out in whatever ways you
can. As imperfect as the zoom worship is, it is wonderful to see
your faces on the screen and to hear your voices and to be in
the moment together. Let’s keep it up and make the best of it
together.

Hope to see you this Sunday!
Pastor Bryan

GREEN TEAM UPDATE:
NATURAL PRAIRIE PROJECT
SALT SPOT

(SERVANT &

LEADERSHIP TEAM)

WEEKLY EVENTS
happening online every week!

SUNDAY
MORNINGS
10 am Worship
Via Zoom at this link:
https://zoom.us/j/97010988439
Note: Because of the "Zoom
Bombing," Sunday Morning Worship is
password protected. If you would like
to join, and do not have the password,
please email our very friendly choir
director Tom Ludwig at
tludwig.rn@gmail.com

BIBLE STUDY
Sundays at 11:45 am
Via Zoom at this link:
https://zoom.us/j/262314649
The Bible Study usually has about 10-15 participants, and we ALWAYS have a
provocative, often fun, and meaningful discussion as we explore a biblical reading
together. We use an ancient practice called “Lectio Divina,” which is Latin for “Holy
Reading.” It requires no preparation and no prior knowledge of anything! We simply
read through a passage, and then go around and share a sentence naming what, if
anything, seemed to jump out to us as being significant. We then read the passage
out loud again and share just a word or two or a phrase that sticks out for us.
Sometimes we read it a third time, and then we open up for a discussion and let the
Spirit take us where we need to go. Hope you’ll join us sometime and give this a try.
You might be surprised what you’ll receive, and also with what you have to offer.
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HAPPENING THIS MONTH!
events a news for August 2020

STUFF THE
BUS 2020!
now until August 8th
Russ and Judy St. Clair worked with their
granddaughters, Brooke and Hannah Lister,
stuffing backpacks for the Stuff the Bus campaign
in August of 2019. This year, anyone who wishes to
support the campaign may

drop off school

supplies at Pick 'N Save or Walgreens in
McFarland, or at the entryway to the Village Hall
by 3 p.m. Saturday, August 8.
If you do not wish to subject yourself to the perils of
shopping in a Covid-19 world, you are encouraged to
donate directly to the Food Pantry, which handles the
distribution of the backpacks and school supplies. Send
a check to the McFarland Community Food Pantry
(specify 'Stuff the Bus' on the memo line of your check),
PO Box 101, McFarland WI 53558, or donate online
at:
http://mcfarlandfoodpantry.org/donate/
and specify 'Stuff the Bus' in the comment section.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED
crayons

pens

pencils

notebooks

color pencils

backpacks

glue sticks

SOD
AVAILABLE
AT THE
CHURCH

anyone can have it!
The Green Team has begun to establish a small natural
prairie on our church grounds, thanks in large part to
Bruce Fischer and Geoff Brink. Bruce and Geoff took
out some grass sections along the Anthony St. side of
the church lawn to begin this project, and they want
you to know that there are rolls of sod available if you
would like them. Please contact Bruce (608-514-3129)
or Geoff (608-513-1784) if you have any questions
regarding how to get some of this sod.

SALT

(SERVANT &

LEADERSHIP TEAM)
A NOTE FROM MODERATOR, HÉLÈNE
Hello everyone,

Although we have not been able to meet one another in person, your Servant and
Leadership Team (SaLT) has and will continue to meet monthly to keep our beloved
McFarland UCC active in the community, maintained, and moving forward. We will
be updating you monthly, after each of our meetings, to keep you informed of what
is happening. We call these updates the “SaLT Spot”. If you ever have any questions
or concerns about these updates or any other MUCC matters, please do not hesitate
to contact me directly at moderator@mcfarlanducc.org

Virtual hug to each of you,
Hélène Benink, MUCC Moderator

SaLT Spot on next page...

SALT SPOT

updates & notes from this month's Servant & Leadership Team meeting

1) We were blessed by a presentation from Geoff Brink and
Bruce Fischer, representing our Green Team. They discussed
the marvels of native prairie plant species and how we can
be more ecologically friendly by creating a prairie habitat
on our property. To do this, sod has been removed on a small
area of our lawn on the Anthony Street side. This area will be
further prepared by covering it in plastic for a while. Seed
collection for native plants will be happening this fall. If you
are interested in learning how to collect seeds and helping
with this, you can contact Bruce Fischer. It sounds like fun!

2) If you have not driven by our church, a few more wonderful things are
happening (this was presented by our amazing Gregg Krattiger): Our steeple
was repaired! No more broken shingles. Our trees needed attention and so
several trees were trimmed, and one diseased Ash tree was removed. And as a
continuation of our capital campaign, it is patio time! The planters will be
removed, and our sidewalk will be poured as stamped concrete
in September.

3) We discussed and agreed that a donation to the Crane
Foundation will be made as a thank you to Dr. George
Archibald for his truly amazing lecture to us.

Current Servant & Leadership Team Members
Hélène Benink ,

Moderator (moderator@mcfarlanducc.org)

Colleen Krattiger ,
Joan Jacobsen ,

Vice Moderator

Treasurer (treasurer@mcfarlanducc.org)

Anne Gerke ,

Clerk (clerk@mcfarlanducc.org)

Lavon Geasland, Ann Ross, Cindy Wendorf ,

SaLT Members

CONNECT WITH US
CHURCH STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Pastor Bryan Sirchio
pastorb@mcfarlanducc.org
608-577-8716
Melissa Mendl, Office Admin
office@mcfarlanducc.org
608-838-9322
Office Hours: T/W/TH/F 9-1pm

SaLT
(Servant & Leadership Team)

salt@mcfarlanducc.org
NOTE: this email address goes
out to all SaLT Members
listed below:

Hélène Benink, Moderator
moderator@mcfarlanducc.org
Colleen Krattiger, Vice
Moderator
Joan Jacobsen, Treasurer
treasurer@mcfarlanducc.org
Anne Gerke, Clerk
clerk@mcfarlanducc.org

IT'S ALL ON
THE WEB!
CALENDAR with QUICK UP
TO DATE EVENT INFO
mcfarlanducc.org/calendar
EVENT DETAILS
(easy to share with friends)

mcfarlanducc.org/upcoming
-events
ONLINE DIRECTORY
(password protected to respect
privacy of those who offered their
personal information. Call or email
Melissa in the office for the login
password)

Mcfarlanducc.org/directory

FORMS
(Church Building Use, Ministry Idea,
etc)

Mcfarlanducc.org/forms
ALL CURRENT SIGNUPS
Mcfarlanducc.org/signups

Lavon Geasland, Ann Ross,
Cindy Wendorf, SaLT Members
FINANCIAL
SECRETARIES

finsec@mcfarlanducc.org
Sue Haeffner & Ann Ross

Other Helpful Email Addresses You Might Like to Have

N.I.O.N. nion@mcfarlanducc.org
Eco-Justice Green Team ecojustice@mcfarlanducc.org
Whoever you
are, wherever
you are on life's
journey, you are
welcome here.

