"I will put my teaching in their minds and write it on their hearts..."
Jeremiah 31:33

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 2020
Worship Using Zoom Technology 10am at this link:
https://zoom.us/j/97010988439 Note: Because of the
threat of "Zoom Bombing," Sunday Morning Worship is
password protected. If you would like to join us, and do
not yet have the password, please email our very warm
and friendly choir director Tom Ludwig at
tludwig.rn@gmail.com.
Bible Study 11:45am https://zoom.us/j/262314649

WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY thru FRIDAY
Devotion & Check In
8:00 am

WEDNESDAYS
Midweek Inhale
6:30 pm

We will continue to have morning
devotion time Mon. through Fri.
Link Here:
https://zoom.us/j/624201194

We focus on spiritual practices that
help nurture our connection to God &
help us stay grounded in the Spirit.
Link Here:
https://zoom.us/j/123020606

(more information below in Pastor
Bryan's note)

(more information below in Pastor Bryan's
note)

HAPPENING NOW!
STUFF THE BUS 2020
Donate to help McFarland
students in need
Russ and Judy St. Clair worked with their
granddaughters, Brooke and Hannah Lister,
stuffing backpacks for the Stuff the Bus campaign
in August of 2019. This year, anyone who wishes to
support the campaign may drop off school
supplies at Pick 'N Save or Walgreens in
McFarland, or at the entryway to the Village Hall
by 3 p.m. Saturday, August 8. If you do not wish to
subject yourself to the perils of shopping in a
Covid-19 world, you are encouraged to donate
directly to the Food Pantry, which handles the
distribution of the backpacks and school
supplies. Send a check to the McFarland
Community Food Pantry (specify 'Stuff the Bus'
on the memo line of your check), PO Box 101,
McFarland WI 53558, or donate online
at: http://mcfarlandfoodpantry.org/donate/ and
specify 'Stuff the Bus' in a comment.

SUPPLY LIST
Backpacks
Pencils
Colored Pencils
Notebooks
Binders, etc.

a few words from Pastor Bryan...
Greetings everyone,
I hope and pray you’re having a great summer, even with the pandemic and all the
challenges connected to it. Obviously we are still very much in the midst of this
crazy time. I’m so glad that many of you have been joining us for zoom worship on
Sunday mornings. It is not easy to feel connected to each other when we are not
able to be in our building together, but I encourage you to keep doing what you’ve
been doing—calling each other, emailing, and reaching out in whatever ways you
can. As imperfect as the zoom worship is, it is wonderful to see your faces on the
screen and to hear your voices and to be in the moment together. Let’s keep it up
and make the best of it together.
Hope to see you this Sunday!
Pastor Bryan

New Cell Phone Number For Pastor Bryan
I have decided to get rid of the Google Voice cell phone number
that I’ve been using for church cell phone calls. The process has
been a bit clunky and I sometimes do not reliably receive notice
that a message has been left on my voicemail. I’m going to use one number—(608)
577-8716-- from now on for all calls. This number is also shared on the church phone
voice message. I think this will reduce the likelihood of my missing any calls, and it
is important to me as your pastor to be available to you and to be responsive. If
and when I ever fail to get back to you quickly, please forgive me and please feel
free to call me again! I will do my very best to respond quickly, but now and then I
will surely miss something for some reason. So again, please use this number from
now on if and when you need to reach me: (608) 577-8716. And for email be sure
to use the address pastorb@mcfarlanducc.org. Thanks!

A Plug for Bible Study, Morning Devotions,
& Midweek Inhale
I just want to say that I think all of these additional ways of being together on
zoom during the pandemic have been quite meaningful for those who have
participated. The Bible Study usually has about 10-15 participants, and we
ALWAYS have a provocative, often fun, and meaningful discussion as we explore a
biblical reading together. We use an ancient practice called “Lectio Divina,” which
is Latin for “Holy Reading.” It requires no preparation and no prior knowledge of
anything! We simply read through a passage, and then go around and share a
sentence naming what, if anything, seemed to jump out to us as being
significant. We then read the passage out loud again and share just a word or two
or a phrase that sticks out for us. Sometimes we read it a third time, and then we
open up for a discussion and let the Spirit take us where we need to go. I hope
you’ll join us sometime and give this a try if you haven’t yet. I think you might be
surprised what you’ll receive, and also with what you have to offer yourself.
The morning devotions (Monday through Friday at 8 a.m.) are just a quick reading
of a passage from a book or a Scripture text. We then have a brief discussion and
respond to the reading a bit. We’re usually done within 30 minutes or less, and
close with a simple prayer. It’s a great way to start the day. There are usually
about 10 “regulars,” and we’d love to have more of you join us.
The Wednesday evening “Midweek Inhale” from 6:30—7:30 p.m. offers a spiritual
practice of some kind each week. These are actual spiritual experiences
of a certain way of praying or meditating or somehow consciously connecting with
God. We’ve explored various forms of Christian prayer traditions, and we’ve
also drawn from some Buddhist practices. We’re currently sharing some practices
dealing with the 7 spiritual energy centers of the body or “Chakras,” as they’re
known most often. If you enjoy mindfulness meditation or more Eastern spiritual
practices, you would find this meaningful.

Sod Available at Church
Our congregation’s Green Team has begun to establish a small natural prairie on
our church grounds, thanks in large part to Bruce Fischer and Geoff Brink. Bruce
and Geoff took out some grass sections along the Anthony St. side of our church
lawn to begin this project, and they want you to know that there are rolls of sod
available if you would like them. Please contact Bruce (608-514-3129) or Geoff
(608-513-1784) if you have any questions regarding how to get some of this sod.

SERVANT & LEADERSHIP TEAM
A NOTE FROM MODERATOR, HÉLÈNE

Hello everyone,
Although we have not been able to meet one another in person,
your Servant and Leadership Team (SaLT) has and will continue
to meet monthly to keep our beloved McFarland UCC active in
the community, maintained, and moving forward. We will be
updating you monthly, after each of our meetings, to keep you
informed of what is happening. We call these updates the “SaLT Spot”. If you ever
have any questions or concerns about these updates or any other MUCC matters,
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at moderator@mcfarlanducc.org
Virtual hug to each of you,
Hélène Benink, MUCC Moderator

Salt spot

AUGUST 2020

1) We were blessed by a presentation from Geoff Brink and Bruce Fischer,
representing our Green Team. They discussed the marvels of native prairie plant
species and how we can be more ecologically friendly by creating a prairie habitat
on our property. To do this, sod has been removed on a small area of our lawn on the
Anthony Street side. This area will be further prepared by covering it in plastic for a
while. Seed collection for native plants will be happening this fall. If you are

Salt spot

CONTINUED

interested in learning how to collect seeds and helping with this, you can contact
Bruce Fischer. It sounds like fun!
2) If you have not driven by our church, a few more wonderful things are happening
(this was presented by our amazing Gregg Krattiger):Our steeple was repaired! No
more broken shingles.Our trees needed attention and so several trees were trimmed,
and one diseased Ash tree was removed.And as a continuation of our capital
campaign, it is patio time! The planters will be removed, and our sidewalk will be
poured as stamped concrete in September.
3) We discussed and agreed that a donation to the Crane Foundation will be made as
a thank you to Dr. George Archibald for his truly amazing lecture to us.

Will You Read Something During Zoom Worship?
I think we've all been enjoying hearing the voices of several of you leading us in
readings the past month or so during online worship. Your participation in this way
helps us all feel more connected in the moment. If you would like to be on my list of
people to ask to do this, please contact me and let me know. I may ask you anyway, but
it helps to know who actually would enjoy doing this. Thanks! Pastor Bryan

GIVing online
Many of you have taken the initiative to continue
your giving by sending checks to our church. Thank
you so much! Here is a link to our donate page on
our website in case you'd like to make an offering
in this way. The generosity and faithfulness of this
congregation continues to be amazing!

