"I will put my teaching in their minds and write it on their hearts..."
Jeremiah 31:33

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15th 2020
Worship Using Zoom Technology 10am at this link:
https://zoom.us/j/97010988439 Note: Because of the
threat of "Zoom Bombing," Sunday Morning Worship is
password protected. If you would like to join us, and do
not yet have the password, please email our very warm
and friendly choir director Tom Ludwig at
tludwig.rn@gmail.com.
Bible Study 11:45am https://zoom.us/j/262314649

WEEKLY EVENTS
MONDAY thru FRIDAY
Devotion & Check In
8:00 am

TUESDAYS
Bible Study &
Discussion 6:30 pm

WEDNESDAYS
Midweek Inhale
6:30 pm

We will continue to
have morning devotion
time Mon. through Fri.
Link
Here:https://zoom.us/j/9
4276813637

NEW THIS WEEK! Bryan
will facilitate a bible
discussion time.
Link Here:
https://zoom.us/j/9548181
7891

We focus on spiritual
practices that help
nurture our connection
to God & help us stay
grounded in the Spirit.
Link Here:
https://zoom.us/j/123020
606

a few words from Pastor Bryan...
Greetings once again friends and members of McFarland UCC, and happy
Veterans Day. Those of you who were in church last Sunday heard the song,
“Lucky Me” written and performed by my good friend Helene Cronin. You can
find it on YouTube if you’d like to hear it again (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4t0mJAUGESQ). That song always takes me to a tender place. I have a very
soft spot in my heart for anyone who has experienced the horror of war first
hand—soldier or civilian.
When I was first a pastor many years ago
immediately after graduating from seminary,
I know that I alienated some of the vets in
the congregations I served. I was outspoken
in my sermons about the need for wars to
end and that war making was and is contrary
to the overall teachings of Jesus and God’s
intention for the world. I still feel that way, but back then I totally missed the
opportunity to simply meet these veterans in a human place and honor what
they’d been through. Many of them were not even 20 years old when they found
themselves in absolutely horrific situations and ordered to experience and then
live with things that many of them have never been able to recover from fully.
Many of them watched their friends die. Or were severely injured themselves.
They did not set the policies. They were simply doing their best to do what they
trusted was necessary and honorable. So today, once again, my heart goes out
to all soldiers. I agree with Martin Luther King Jr. that humankind must end
warring as a way of resolving differences, or we will destroy ourselves spiritually
and literally. But individual soldiers, well, I’ve got nothing to say except thank
you for doing what you felt you had to do, for bravely facing unimaginable
terror, for doing your best to act with integrity, and may God bless you and heal
you if you are still struggling with wounds of the body or the soul.
On this Veterans Day 2020, I am also feeling the reality of our Secretary of
Defense having been removed from office by our current Commander in Chief.
Among other things, it has been revealed that one of the primary conflicts these
(continued on next page...)

two men had was with regard to the use of our own military against protestors in
our own cities. Evidently the newly appointed active military leadership is more in
alignment with the president’s perspective and proclivities. This reality, combined
with the numerous militia groups that seem all too ready to use force rather than
accept the legitimacy of our recent elections, concerns me. This feels like a very
dangerous moment in history.
So far I know that these “few words” of mine are a bit less encouraging than usual.
I’m not trying to be negative, and I know that many of us are exhausted from the
stress of the exploding pandemic and all that goes with it and with the ongoing
drama around the election.

But there is no real encouragement unless we

truthfully and honestly deal with what’s going on. We certainly don’t need to
wallow in the “bad news,” but we do need to face this moment we’re in so that we
can also choose to participate in a Christ-centered response.
But here’s the encouraging part of my message.
First, as I just said, we need to be able to talk about what’s really going on so that
we can be in this together, share our concerns, and help each other both get
through it and respond to it. That’s part of what being church together is all about.
Our morning devotion times have been really helpful to the dozen or so regulars
who have been sharing that experience together. Please join us if you are needing
a bit more hope and community at this point.
2020 has been a crazy year full of things many of us never dreamed we’d have to
face. I have a feeling it’s going to end with a good deal of stress and volatility.
But it really does make a difference to know that we are in this together, that God
is with us, and that God will give us the grace and strength to respond in ways that
are part of a loving, healing, and just solution to whatever is going on. We’ll learn
and grow from it together, and we will encourage each other to hang in there and
to speak out and take a stand for the well-being of all when and where we must.
I’ll end this little message with the words of a new song that my daughter and I just
wrote together. Hopefully we’ll get it recorded somehow in time to share in church
this Sunday.
God bless you all,
Pastor Bryan

“With Us”
(By Emma Ceurvels and Bryan Sirchio)
1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
” Sometimes we all lose ourselves
Fear and doubt take hold
Times when we feel overwhelmed
By all that is unknown
Spirit come and calm us down
Help our hearts find home
Still our minds, our fears, our doubts
Help us to truly know
You are with us, with us
Though our eyes may not see
How you’re holding our lives
Loving us perfectly

Special “Neighbors in Need”
Denominational Offering This Sunday
As most of you know we are committed to supporting the 5 special offerings
received in UCC congregations throughout the year to support the outreach work of
our denomination. This coming Sunday we will celebrate the offering called
“Neighbors in Need.” The funds used from this offering support various justice
ministries and this year’s special focus will be on the well-being of children in
particular. To make a contribution, please use the donate link on our website.
Here’s a link to it also. Just specific that it is for “Neighbors in Need.”
https://www.ucc.org/nin
Here’s a link also to a YouTube video in which UCC National Staff member Traci
Blackmon describes how the 2020 Neighbors in Need offering will be used.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yB3kTFyItHY

CONNECT WITH US
CHURCH STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Pastor Bryan Sirchio
pastorb@mcfarlanducc.org
608-577-8716
Melissa Mendl, Office Admin
office@mcfarlanducc.org
608-838-9322
Office Hours: T/W/TH/F 9-1pm

SaLT
(Servant & Leadership Team)

salt@mcfarlanducc.org
NOTE: this email address goes
out to all SaLT Members
listed below:

Hélène Benink, Moderator
moderator@mcfarlanducc.org
Colleen Krattiger, Vice
Moderator
Joan Jacobsen, Treasurer
treasurer@mcfarlanducc.org
Anne Gerke, Clerk
clerk@mcfarlanducc.org

IT'S ALL ON
THE WEB!
CALENDAR with QUICK UP
TO DATE EVENT INFO
mcfarlanducc.org/calendar
EVENT DETAILS
(easy to share with friends)

mcfarlanducc.org/upcoming
-events
ONLINE DIRECTORY
(password protected to respect
privacy of those who offered their
personal information. Call or email
Melissa in the office for the login
password)

Mcfarlanducc.org/directory

FORMS
(Church Building Use, Ministry Idea,
etc)

Mcfarlanducc.org/forms
ALL CURRENT SIGNUPS
Mcfarlanducc.org/signups

Lavon Geasland, Ann Ross,
Cindy Wendorf, SaLT Members
FINANCIAL
SECRETARIES

finsec@mcfarlanducc.org
Sue Haeffner & Ann Ross

Other Helpful Email Addresses You Might Like to Have

N.I.O.N. nion@mcfarlanducc.org
Eco-Justice Green Team ecojustice@mcfarlanducc.org
Whoever you
are, wherever
you are on life's
journey, you are
welcome here.

